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The more difficult part of Ranehhodlal's task was to
persuade his colleagues on the municipal committee of the
value of his ideas and to have his proposals translated into
practice. With this object he called continual meetings of
the managing committee during his first year of office,
besides special and quarterly general meetings to test the
general sense of the Board, and succeeded in obtaining
sanction for certain minor improvements iu the method
of dealing with street-sweepings and garbage, for the con-
struction of open gutters to carry off storm water, and for
the erection of improved reservoirs for watering cattle.
He also carried to completion, at the cost of about Rs. 70,000,
a new arterial thoroughfare, now named after Sir James
Richey, a former Collector of Ahmadabad, for the con-
struction of which sanction had been obtained by Mr.
Fernandez, his predecessor in office* Tliis road proved not
only a convenience to the growing traffic of the city but
also a benefit to the health of the locality through which it
passed. Yet Ranchhodlal had not yet aroused the " sanitary
conscience " of his colleagues; and in the belief that the
constant repetition of his theme must in time affect their
placid conseivatism, he devoted a considerable portion of
the annual administration report of the Municipality for
the year 1883-84 to a detailed re-statement of the urgent
requirements of the city. He showed that of 42,000 houses
in Ahmadabad, 8,800 were furnished with the primitive
and insanitary cesspits, known locally as Khalkwas, and
that the remainder had no provision whatever for the
disposal of house-sewage, which was usually emptied
directly on to the public streets and lanes. He drew atten-
tion to the very insanitary condition of the narrow streets,
known locally as Pols, which occupied a considerable portion
of the inhabited area. The main thoroughfares of Ahma-
dabad at this date were metalled and drained, but the Pols,
being totally devoid of even surface and storm-water
drainage, were in a sodden and putrifyiag condition and
offered a fertile soil for the epidemics of cholera which